ABSTRACT The Post-WWII period witnessed a large immigration flow of Italians towards Australia. This was facilitated by the assisted passage scheme funded by the Italian and Australian governments. Italian migrants, as well as diverse migrant groups, brought with them cultural practices and a way of life, which are nowadays part of the multicultural Australian society. Namely, it is argued that first-generation Italian migrants' houses are embedded by cultural meanings. Therefore, this research study investigates the symbolic realm of Post-WWII domestic dwellings built by Italian migrants in Brisbane, that is, the various meanings they associated with their homes.
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BACKGROUND
According to the humanistic phenomenological theories on the concept of home, the symbolic realm, which refers to the meanings that people assign to their home, is one of the investigated cardinal components (Relph 1976). Thus, the aim of this section is to review the literature about the meanings that elderly migrants attached to their homes in their host countries. In charting home as a symbolic place specific for elderly migrants, the authors draw upon various theoretical and empirical work developed in Europe (Lewin 2001; Walsh 2006; Gram-Hanssen & BechDanielsen 2007) , in America (Becker 2003) and in Australia (Thompson 1994 (Thompson , 2005 Hage 1997; Supski 2006 Supski , 2007 .
The literature on the "meaning of home" has been reviewed in North America by the environmental psychologist Manzo (2003) and the environmental behavior scholar Després (1991) , in Britain by the environmental psychologist Moore (2000 Moore ( , 2007 , the social scientist Sommerville (1992 Sommerville ( , 1997 (Thompson 1994 (Thompson , 2005 Pulvirenti 1996 Pulvirenti , 1997 Pulvirenti , 2000 Hage 1997; Baldassar 
